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President’s Report
What a busy 12 months it has been. Shortly after being elected as President I was contacted by an unknown
person asking if we would have a Heritage Quilt display at a Mill in Smeaton. I contacted them for more
information and they asked if Victorian Quilters would be interested in having a quilt display and
demonstrations of quilt making. I contacted Janet O’Dell, our Quilt Historian, and Wendy
Blyth, our committee member who organises demonstrations, to accompany me to Smeaton to meet Cheryl
and Alan Just. The event would be known as the Mother’s Day Heritage Quilt Show. It was such a success
that there will be another quilt display on Mother’s Day 2018 with the theme of Quilts of the Goldfields (see
page 29 of Vic Quilter July 2017).
This project and all the other projects that Victorian Quilters are involved in they would not occur without
the Committee and many Guild Members who assist so I would like to extend a thank you to you all for
giving your time, for it is not always recognised that we are all volunteers.
Unfortunately, due to unforeseen circumstances Fay Murphy, Mary Hitchens and Elizabeth MacDonald
needed to resign from the Committee. I would like to extend our thanks to them for their many years of
service to Victorian Quilters. We also sadly lost our vivacious past treasurer, Billie Jackson after a brave battle
with cancer.
I would like to extend my gratitude to all Committee members and Sub Committee members who without
their support and work we would not have achieved what we have over the past 12 months so thank you. A
very special thank you to Robyn Cuthbertson who agreed to take on the task of the VQ magazine.
Congratulations to those Member Groups who hosted our Gatherings., Thank you for your hard work to
host our many members. It is very much appreciated.
To the Member Groups I visited at both their Quilt Exhibitions and at their meetings- thank you for your
hospitality and making me feel most welcome in your community.
Following on from the Australian Council of Quilters in February it was agreed that all states and Territories
would have a Workshop Coordinator to facilitate the dissemination of upcoming available tutors’
information. The more who can share the better for quilting in Australia. Joanne Krause agreed to be our
representative and attended the first national meeting during AQC.
As those of you who are familiar with both Facebook and Instagram know, we now have our own pages
which members can use. Please see the Social Media Report for details.
I’m looking forward to another very productive year with you all.

Heather Shepherd
President

Secretary’s Report
The role of Secretary has not changed in the collecting, distributing and recording of mail and taking Minutes of Committee Meetings. Our Committee meetings this year have been held at the IVALDA Masonic
Centre in Ivanhoe. This year, again, has presented many challenges with our “back up” plans as Committee
Members have faced various health challenges throughout the year. If you would like to be part of planning
the future direction of Victorian Quilters as we enter our 25th year, then joining the committee is

not an onerous task when ALL positions are filled. It is important that all positions on the committee are
filled to enable our programs to continue. I would like to thank all my fellow committee members for the
friendship and fun while fulfilling our roles to make Victorian Quilters Inc. the best it can be.

Quilt Stands
The Quilt Stands continue to be hired out and the trailer is working well. During the year we have updated
and replaced items. After 17 years since we purchased the quilt stands, I would like to retire from this
position. If you have some spare space to accommodate the trailer, preferably under cover, it is not a timeconsuming job to co-ordinate the bookings. Obviously finding suitable storage and a co-ordinator is pivotal
to being able to continue hiring out the stands. I understand that at the end of an Exhibition we are all tired
and just want to finish packing up. Thank you to all the Groups who take care to pack the trailer as requested
and make my job of checking equipment, when returned, a lot easier. As you would understand, I am unable
to repack rods on my own, so your attention to counting the items correctly is important, so that the next
Group receives them packed correctly.

Denise Reynolds
Secretary

Travelling Suitcase
This year the Travelling Suitcase was made up of twelve quilts. These quilts were entrants in the Victorian
Quilters Challenge at Quilt Showcase 2016, with the theme Flora and Fauna. They made a great display of
different ideas and techniques. The Travelling Suitcase gives its viewers a chance to have another close look
at these quilts, away from Showcase which is always a such busy time. So much to see and do at Showcase.
Once again, the Travelling Suitcase was well supported by members groups in Victoria and southern NSW.
The case travelled as far afield as Hay. As luck would have it, the Murrumbidgee was in flood, but the Hay
township was well above the flood level, so our quilts were safe and sound. Just a small adventure for the
Case and its quilts. The Case also made numerous other stops in regional Victoria, Melbourne and
surrounding areas.
Victorian Quilters are very grateful to our members who let us take their quilts on a twelve-month adventure.
It is wonderful that our groups take advantage of this service provided by Victorian Quilters Inc.

Liz MacDonald

Challenge Coordinator

Appraisal Sub-Committee

The Appraisal (ex-Valuation) Team has accomplished the appraisal of 49 quilts in 6 appraisal sessions
between September 2016 and July 2017 including the Showcase Challenge quilts that make the Travelling
Suitcase Exhibition.
Jan Frazer retired from the team at the end of 2016. A great appreciation for her long years of service and
valuable contribution. Julie Adamson started training to become a qualified appraiser and Sugy Kim has
taken her former role as the new Appraisal Coordinator. Currently there are 11 qualified appraisers and 5
trainees in the team.

Appraisal Application forms can be downloaded directly from the website or can be posted on request. You
can send an email to Sugy Kim (saravik@naver.com) for inquiries and booking confirmation for your quilt
appraisal.
During Quilt Valuation Seminar held in Sydney in Feb 2017 where all States Appraisal Team representatives
agreed that the term “Quilt Valuation” should be replaced with “Quilt Appraisal.” Therefore, all the forms
and documents related to appraisal have been updated accordingly.
VQ appraisal team members had an educational session on Art Quilt Appraisal in June 2017. Canberra based
Art quilters Trevor and Beth Reid were invited as tutors. They ran an educational session on Art Quilt
Appraisal. Seven Art quilts were used for this appraisal study purpose. The session concluded very
successfully and provided fundamental information on an Art Quilt Appraisal method.
I would like to thank the Appraisal Team members for their valuable time and effort at each Appraisal
Session. The team is privileged to see many wonderful quilts from Victorian Quilters members and from
other quilters, who trust us to value their quilts. The Appraisers work as a cohesive team and are
professional in their approach to the appraisal of every quilt. Their commitment to training and appraisal is
more than evident.

Sugy Kim

Appraisal Coordinator

Sponsorship
In my first year as Sponsorship coordinator I can honestly say it was a pleasure to work with a great team of
people. This role has also given me the opportunity to meet new people and establish relationships with our
generous sponsors and within the industry. A huge thank you Jan Preston who did a wonderful job handing
over the role over the past 12 months. This has allowed for a seamless transition and continuity for our
sponsors.
The Australasian Quilters’ Convention (AQC) was a time to reconnect with sponsors from the previous year
and meet and introduce new sponsors to Victorian Quilters Quilt Showcase. We were able to establish three
new sponsors from this event.
Sponsorship is very much a team effort. I would like to acknowledge and take this opportunity to thank both
Shirley Lodington and Marilyn Davidson. Both Shirley and Marilyn assist on judging days and with the set-up
and administration over the 4 days at Quilt Showcase. Shirley also does a considerable amount of
administration prior to Judging days to ensure all paperwork, certificates and labels are prepared for awards.
This pre-preparation work ensures that we have a stress free two day at Judging and everything goes as
planned for the Award Ceremony.
Considering the current economic climate for the industry, sponsorship values and numbers were down on
the previous year. The decline in value and sponsor numbers is a trend that has been visibly declining for 3
years.
• Overall, there was a total of 77 sponsors that contributed to approx. 90 prizes. This was down on last year
and 2015 (2016 = 78 sponsors, 2015 = 108 sponsors)
• Bernina Australia Sponsorship approx. value $10,000
• Total value of Business sponsorships = $21,950

• Total value of Financial Member Groups’ Sponsorship = $7,050
Given the decline in Sponsorship Values, prize values were reviewed, and it was decided that First Place and
Runner Up prizes remained the same as previous years. In order to keep these values, the same, Highly
Commended prizes decreased in value. All award winners were grateful for their prizes and it has been great
to see so many thank you letters and posts on social media.
One Step Further: We have secured sponsorship from Brother Australia for the upcoming 2018 One Step Further
Exhibition. Brother Australia have agreed to a three-year contract and they are very pleased to be reestablishing their relationship with Victorian Quilters Inc. They are also very focused on what they can do as
an organisation to give back to the quilting community.
Brother Australia have been very generous in sponsoring a Scan and Cut as first prize for the AGM raffle.
They have also sponsored a Scan and Cut to the Very Snuggly Quilt Program. We are very thankful for their
support and generosity to VQ.
I will continue to work on the portfolio in the coming year and look forward to another successful Quilt
Showcase in 2018.

Social Media
2017 has seen a change for Victorian Quilters Inc in the social media space.
We have launched a Facebook and an Instagram page for both Victorian Quilters Inc and our charity Very
Snuggly Quilt Program. We are constantly receiving positive feedback on both social media pages. In fact, it
has been very encouraging to see our members and others interact and network though our social media
platforms.
In addition to social media we have also introduced a monthly e-newsletter. The newsletter has been
introduced to complement our quarterly magazine. It is a great way to get information out to our members in
between magazine publications. We too, have received great feedback from the newsletter.

Josephine Kelly

Sponsorship Coordinator

Quilt Showcase
What a wonderful week we have experienced at Quilt Showcase. We successfully managed to dodge the
rain, get all the quilts to judging on time, a streamlined process saw judging finalised just after 3pm on
the second day, new volunteers for building & hanging quilts, challenging last minute changes to the floor
plans requiring some artistic reshuffling of the displays, then sharing the excitement of members receiving
awards at Presentation Day. Many of the award winners were not only first-time winners but younger
members as well as previous awards’ recipients from previous annual shows.
The combination of colours, techniques, subjects & styles this year again surprised us. How much more can
our creative members dream up in cloth & stitch? Entries included celebration & memorial quilts, recreations
of antique quilts, innovative new designs, inspiring art quilts of all colours, group challenge results, workshop

creations of many designers & teachers, flowers, animals, & birds, bugs & beetles, & wonderful whole cloth
quilts in vibrant colours for both fabric & stitch. A magic combination. Every quilt was a winner. Thank you
for making it a great adventure.
The Judges, Karen Mersiades, Chris Jurd & Wendy Blyth reported, “It was a pleasure to assess the entries
for Quilt Showcase 2017. The standard in all categories was very high, making it difficult to choose
prize winners. It was also great to see so many innovative entries. Hand and machine quilting was well
represented across the whole field. A colourful &diverse range of entries. It would be good to see more
entries in the Junior categories. We would like to congratulate Best of Show winner for an outstanding quilt.
It will be a fine representative for Victoria in the Bernina National Quilt Award. Many thanks to Victorian
Quilters for their warm and generous hospitality.”
On behalf of all members we also extend congratulations to Sugy Kim for her Best of Show spectacular quilt
‘Colourful Retina’.
It is obviously a sign of economic or seasonal climate resulting in the lower activity of fewer entries to Quilt
Showcase, but also the change in the way in which members entered with many of the long termers still
there, some returning, but many more newer members taking the opportunity to experience seeing their quilt
hanging, in a dedicated spot for it, & beside others at our premier event of the year. We congratulate all of
them.
However, in saying this, a record number of art quilts (21) were realised. Variety in this section was amazing,
in subject as well as technique. This required the art quilts to move off the walls back onto the metal frame
stands giving most of them a complete space of their own.
An extra 3 x 3 metre floor space made available in the last few weeks of preparation, quickly required more
quilts to find. Thank you to those who helped us at short notice.
It is always interesting to view the statistics of any event.
• 187 entries received – 1 withdrawn
• 2 Interstate Judges of renown, Karen Mersiades, Qld & Chris Jurd, NSW with our own Wendy Blyth
completing the panel
• 23 Volunteers for judging days to support the 14 committee members
• 100 White Glove offers (but many offering more than 1 session &/or doing other volunteer tasks as well)
• 7 volunteer quilt collection ladies as well as 8 committee members
• 2 Profile Quilters with a total of 37 quilts
• 2 Profile Member Groups with 28 quilts
• 6 Member Long Arm Quilters
• 10 special technique quilts (9 patch)
• 30 AQC Challenges – Flora & Fauna
• 14 Kids Skills participants aged from 6 to 13 who made quilted placemats by hand
• Countless hands-on demo attendees
• Lots of new members
• Bags of Very Snuggly Quilts received, blocks & tops prepared for quilting, more bound & finished
• Raffle Winners Jan Frazer (Bernina machine) & Neroli Henderson (AusPina quilt)
Our most significant achievements are always the social connections we create, promote & enhance.
Touching base with old friends, make the vital link of a name to a new face, but being able to assist anyone
with a simple or complex question, or a link to a Group, is very rewarding. Our most asset is the volunteers
who attend to the tasks that make the presentation look so professional & sophisticated. Unfortunately,
some of these volunteers are experiencing strength & stamina challenges, so we need more able bodies to
spread the work load. I know I said this last year, but can you help us. Every task is important, even a coffee
run.

My sincere thanks to Mary Hitchens for her knowledge, experience & planning skills she has generously
shared with me personally for the past 14 years, as well as all those who have been on committee over 10
earlier years. We welcome Linda Steele to our Exhibitions Sub-Committee. A partnership we feel will see the
continued professional profile of VQ. I look forward to working with Linda for next year, then handing
over to focus on sourcing & handing over to a new coordinator for One Step Further.
My congratulations to Josephine Kelly for her enthusiastic energy to the Sponsorship Portfolio. This is a vital
part of exhibitions / competitions that requires a delicate balance of pleading, promotion & just plain luck. It
is also a task that requires a lot of attention to details. I leave further comment regarding sponsorship to
Josephine’s Report.
Lastly, but by far not the least, is our continued partnership with Expertise Events & Bernina Australia.
Without the support of these two companies we could not present the calibre of exhibition that we do. The
association is not only a business one but has extended to a mutual personal association. Moving forward we
see no adverse change for either parties.
Forward Planning – 2018 is VQ’s 25th year A milestone to be celebrated
• The general Challenge Category for Showcase will drop with a Special Challenge “Celebrating 25” as
a stand-alone activity for individual members
• Group Member Challenge – ‘Who we are & Where we live’.
Both 1 metre square. Start your planning & designing now.
Full details in the Vic Quilter magazine when sponsors are confirmed.
Profile Quilters Julie Adamson & Linden Lancaster are confirmed. Our much-anticipated raffle quilt will
be a spectacular collaboration by Margret McDonald & Susan Campbell.

One Step Further
As this Art Quilt exhibition is now on a 2-year rotation with the next presentation at the end of 2018, the
only reporting here is the request for a new co-ordinator. Further information is obtainable by contacting
with Margaret Parkinson at whilom@tpg.com.au

Margaret Parkinson & Mary Hitchens
Quilt Showcase Coordinators

Membership
By the end of the 2016-2017-year Victorian Quilters has 519 members. This includes 90 Groups and 429
Individual Members. We have welcomed 47 new members, and this includes 5 new groups. Membership
records have been updated as required to ensure that the database is as accurate as possible. Our special
membership package promoted at AQC (Australasian Quilters’ Convention) and Showcase, is very popular
and continues to attract several new memberships.
Membership payments have also been updated. Members are now able to renew subscriptions by Electronic Transfer and the details have been published in our newsletter and membership renewal form.
I have enjoyed attending Gatherings and Exhibitions and being able to meet with existing and new mem-

bers.
Thank you to everyone for their assistance with membership.

Val Lewis

Membership Secretary

Teacher Accreditation
Generally, Teacher Accreditation is a very quiet area of Vic Quilters, which is a shame because it can help
teachers gain more teaching positions. When you become accredited your name and teaching techniques are
published on our website and in our magazine. When we receive enquires from people wanting to know who
can teach in their area, it is helpful if we can look up the details and pass this information on to them.
We currently have 2 ladies working on their Teacher Accreditation. I would like to have a few more in the
future.

Wendy Blyth

Teacher Accreditation Coordinator

Gatherings
The Gatherings held this past year by our host groups in conjunction with Victorian Quilters Inc. have been
very well attended and enjoyed by all.
•
•
•
•

Victorian Quilters Inc. hosted the Winter Gathering on 13th August 2016 which included the
Annual General Meeting and was held at the Ivalda Masonic Centre. Our guest speaker was Wendy
Whellum from South Australia who shared her love of antique quilts with us.
The Spring Gathering was hosted on the 12th November 2016 at the Mulgrave Community Centre
by Waverley Patchworkers Inc. as part of their 35th birthday celebrations. Anna Farago was our
guest speaker.
For the Summer Gathering on the 18th March 2017 we travelled to the town of Hopetoun in the
north west of the State where we were hosted by the Hopetoun Patchwork Group Inc. Our speakers
on the day were Alice Gove and Lyn McKinnon.
Our Autumn Gathering was held on the 20th May 2017 at the Sherbrooke Family and Children’s
Centre, Upwey. Our host group, Lyrebird Quilters were celebrating their 15th birthday and we were
treated to two speakers, Katie Sommerville and Eileen Campbell.

We sincerely thank our host groups and look forward to the continued support of our Member Groups, as
without them, we would not be able to make our way around the State sharing the passion we all enjoy. In
2018 we will be visiting Mornington, Hamilton and Deniliquin. If your group would like to host a Gathering,
we would love to hear from you.

Lola Petschauer

Gatherings and Groups Coordinator

Publications & Publicity
This year has seen the publication of four magazines as well as the Annual General Report. Fay Murphy
stepped down as team leader during the year. Many thanks to her for all her hard work in this role. I began in
the role in April, which explains the somewhat belated April edition.
We’ve made a few changes to the style of the magazine, moving to full colour in the July magazine, with a
slightly more modern look. The full colour allows us much more freedom in layout, while also being able
to fulfil advertisers’ requests. The extra cost is minimal.
Unfortunately, I’m unable to get around to quilting events very much, so if there’s anybody who’s interested
in going around to exhibitions, taking photos and writing up short articles for the magazine, please get in
contact. In the meanwhile, I’d encourage all Guilds to send in a few photos and a couple of paragraphs
themselves, so we can include their events.
Many thanks to all who’ve assisted me as I find my feet in this position.

Robyn Cuthbertson

Publications & Publicity Coordinator

Australia’s Biggest Quilting Bee (ABQB)
As ABMT coordinator, I have tried a different approach this year to reach out to all Guilds. This was
through the Vic Quilters magazine. Response has been slow but significant!
Donations to the Cancer Council are as follows.
Blue Gum Quilters...$703
Bay Quilters...$1570
AQA.... $2000
Cobram Quilters...$87
Waverley Patchworkers
Kristen Black
Geelong Patchwork and Quilting Group... $845.10
I feel there may have been several guilds who have raised money from a BMT but have not had their monies
accredited to Vic Quilters.
The fundraising officer for the Cancer Council, Scott Harrison (95146649) has been my contact. Having
further discussion with him re the recording of amounts from the various guilds, the easiest route seems to
be direct banking. ANZ, BSB 013128, Acc no. 837725513, ref no. 3224862.
The following is an excerpt from a recently received email.....the Cancer Council wish to sincerely thank all
guilds...who supported Cancer Council Victoria’s fight against cancer by hosting a morning tea and donating generously.
Examples of how this money will make a difference in the fight against cancer include:
• funding some of Victoria’s brightest researchers and their cutting edge projects each year to help detect, treat and beat cancer.
• important prevention programs like PapScreen Victoria, Quit and SunSmart to make sure people have all the information
they need to cut their risk of cancer.
• staffing Cancer Councils support and information line 131120 with experienced cancer nurses who are

there to assist all people affected by cancer.
Thank you to everyone for your wonderful support.

Kaye Hardman

Victorian Quilters ABQB Representative

Quilt Study Group
•

September 2016: due to the major exhibition of Australian quilts at the National Gallery of Victoria
there was not a formal meeting. Members met at various times at the NGV to view the exhibition, to
attend the Unstitching Quilts Symposium and to hear talks by invited guests on various aspects of the
exhibits.

•

December 2016: Report on the American Quilt Study Group Seminar held in Phoenix Arizona;
Christmas Lunch at Como House.

•

30 April 2017: Report on the Williamsburg Seminar and exhibition of Printed Textiles

•

25 June 2017: Report on the African-American Exhibition at Williamsburg, plus Quilt Study Rretreat in
Temecula USA and Mennonite Quilting in eastern Canada.

All meetings include an in-depth session viewing quilts.
We look forward to our first overseas excursion, to New Zealand from 5-11 September.
New Zealand has a treasury of quilts in museum collections, some circa late 1700s and brought with migrants
in the early days of colonisation, and others made there during the 1800s. We will visit selected museums in
the North Island by prior arrangement.

National Quilt Register
The newly re-developed National Quilt Register website in beta version was launched at the National Wool
Museum on Wednesday 14th June. This is a significant national cultural heritage resource for Australia and it
is exciting to see it go live. Thanks are due to the NWM team and the “extraordinary volunteers” (Janet
O’Dell, Pam Hammer and Prue Townley) who brought this program to life.
The NQR team have been working on the website at the NWM since March. We have an allocated office
space on the top floor with a small computer network courtesy of Geelong Council. The team is working
through the original records and checking them for accuracy. Additions to the NQR are welcome; any quilt
held in Australia may be added regardless of origin. The team reserves the right to accept or reject any
application.
Interested quilters are invited to visit the new website and leave feedback.
The website is due to be hard launched on Friday 8 September at the opening of ART QUILT AUSTRALIA
2017 at the Queen Victoria Art Gallery, Launceston, Tasmania; this will be followed by another launch at the
Geelong Quilt Show in late November.

Janet O’Dell

Quilt Study Convenor

Australian Council of Quilters
In February 2017 the following delegates attended the Annual Conference in Sydney hosted by Quilt New
South Wales: Margaret Parkinson, Mary Hitchens (both voting delegates), Janet O’Dell and Heather
Shepherd. All other States and Territories were represented.
The Conference started off with a 1 day Seminar on Quilt Valuation attended by representatives from all
States and Territories. The day concluded with the passing of the First National Standard Agreement which
includes changing the name from Valuers to Appraiser. To achieve this the following issues were discussed:
• process and documentation
• Calculations for material costs, degree of difficulty, commercial quilting cost
• Information from quilt maker regarding design, construction method & materials used
• Certificates written with similar information
• All Appraisers to sign confidentiality agreement.
• Application forms to have similar data collection to assist the Appraiser
• Ideally 3 Appraisers, but 1 not appropriate
• Working party set up Training for Appraisers:
• 6 - 10 training sessions per Appraiser
• 3 years’ service back to the Guild
• All appraisals to be conducted under the State or Territory banner
• The Appraisers to keep themselves up to date both nationally or internationally Other issues discussed at
the conference:
• Report regarding Appraisal Seminar & results
• Lengthy discussions regarding Event Management agreements
• Bernina Australia agreement & their support of Best of Australia also discussed followed by visit from Mr
Greg Alexander
• Discussion about Barbara Meredith Trust managed by Gold Coast Guild - from this discussion came the
agreement that all State & Territory Guilds have a Workshop Co-ordinator and they pass on information to
each other about any international Tutor or renowned Australian Tutor who will be conducting workshops.
• Lengthy discussion about the future of the Quilt Australian Council and in particular about use of members
funds - conclusion being that Council be held every second year in Melbourne following AQC. VQ has
offered assistance in form of administrative support only.
• Discussion that the President, Exhibition Co-ordinator, Appraisers & Teacher Accredation Co- ordinator
emails are working well.

Margaret Parkinson
Quilt Australia Coordinator

Grants/Scholarship
This year a grant of $1,700 was allocated to the members of Victorian Quilters Inc. to assist with the
organising of the Heritage Quilt display at Anderson’s Mill in Smeaton. This two day event consisted of an
amazing display of heritage quilts from the early 1800’s along with hand quilting demonstrations and a
selection of quilting retailers.
Submissions for Grants/Scholarships close on 15th October of each year.

Frances Toscano

Grants/Scholarship Coordinator

Very Snuggly Quilts
What another fabulous year, the generosity of patchworkers and quilters throughout Australia continues to
amaze me, you are the people who make this program the success that it is.
Without the support of those who donate completed quilts, fabric, piece quilt tops, quilt the quilts, sew the
binding or the person who comes to a quilt making day and looks after the morning tea and lunch and
reminds us to take a break from stitching every now and then. Your contribution, no matter how small plays
a vital role in creating these quilts.
During the past year, via the Wrapped in Love Auxiliary, we have gifted 2,023 quilts to children who have a
chronic, life threatening illness and are patients at the Royal Children’s Hospital. The team that visits the
hospital each month do a fabulous job, with many travelling from regional Victoria into the city especially for
this day. Some days it can be very stressful visiting extremely ill children and seeing how worried their
parents are, however, the gift of a quilt can generally bring a smile to both the parent & the child. The
reaction is generally one of disbelief that some-one will take the time to create a beautiful quilt and then give
it to a stranger.
The list of sponsors, groups and people who have contributed to this program during the past 12 months are
included separately in the Annual Report. Please accept my apologies if I have missed including your name, it
was not intentional.
We receive many donations of fabric, from shops, distributors and individuals. Donated fabric forms the
basis for many of our quilts and I really like to be able to use all the fabric we receive. Fabric that is not
suitable for quilting is distributed to a variety of places including community centres, pre-schools,
kindergartens, primary & secondary schools. These organisations are always pleased to receive this fabric and
the Community Centres on the Mornington Peninsula are creating Boomerang Bags with the view that we
will be plastic bag free in the near future.
A special thank you to Victorian Textiles for providing Matilda’s Own batting for many of these quilts since
2005. Please remember to support the businesses who sponsor the program, as this is the only way we have
of thanking them. Their sponsorship also makes it possible for us to concentrate on making quilts and not
having to raise funds to purchase batting, fabric, thread etc.
We have held many quilt making days in Victoria and southern New South Wales, including Good Friday at
the Keysborough Bowling Club, a quilt making day at the Royal Children’s Hospital as well as demonstrating
patchwork and quilting at Quilting Exhibitions and Community Festivals. A number of
these days are now either yearly or biennial events and the quilt making days in the Mornington Peninsula
Llibraries have been a success.

Quilt making days are a great way of sharing /learning a new skill or technique, catching up with old friends
or making a new friendship. If you were one of the brave people who came to a quilt making day on their
own, a big thank you and we hope you will be able to join us on another quilt making day. We encourage
people from the local community to call in and join us for a cuppa and see what we are doing.
Very Snuggly Quilts now has a Facebook page, so please like & follow us, this will let you know of any
activities. We are also planning to have a regular newsletter via email.
This week we are preparing for Showcase where Bernina is once again providing machines, Horn is
providing a sewing cabinet & cutting table for our use and many volunteers will give their time by
demonstrating how we make a quilt.
Very Snuggly Quilts are a gift to each child and is how we can show the children and their families that we,
the community, are thinking of them during what is a very difficult time. In some instances the child and parent
are in Melbourne many miles from home or even from interstate or overseas and the child may be spending an
extended time in hospital. I cannot imagine what it would be like to be in this situation.
Once again, my thanks to everyone who has continued to make this program so successful, without your valuable
contributions it would not be possible to visit the hospital each month.

Marie Lee

Very Snuggly Quilts Quiltmaking Coordinator

Wrapped in Love Auxiliary

During this past year, there has been a number of changes to our team of volunteers. Our existing
team consists of Agnes Girdwood, Ann Flower, Anne Sushames, Betty Scott, Bronwyn Inman,
Elaine Hicks, Josephine Kelly, Judie Bainbridge, Lyn Weeks and Marie Lee. Early this year we
welcomed Judy Malcolm who delivered the quilts and Robyn Rule onto the team.
April saw Lyn handover the Coordinator duties to myself as Lyn felt she was ready to step back after
doing the job for the past few years. Lyn will act as an emergency if and when needed. Thank you
Lyn very much for all the work you have done and for your assistance in helping me to fill your
boots!
In May, we were lucky to be distributing quilts during the week that the hospital was celebrating
Volunteer Week. Lovely little cakes and small bottles of water were set out on the table to be
enjoyed.
Sadly, Judie Bainbridge resigned due to work commitments in June and I am in the process of
recruiting some new volunteers. Thank you Judie for your commitment over these past 31/2 years.
Josephine Kelly will now undertake bringing the quilts to the hospital every month with Marie Lee
and Judy Malcolm acting as emergencies.
We continue to receive beautiful letters of thanks from families, often arriving by email before we
have made it home ourselves.
Thank you to each volunteer for their continued commitment and especially Marie who is
appreciated by us all.

Elaine Hicks

Coordinator, Wrapped in Love Auxiliary (Royal Children’s Hospital)

Very Snuggly Quilts Major Sponsors
Expertise Events Space for demonstrating quilt making during Quilt & Craft Fair
Bernina Australia Pty Ltd
Demonstration machines for use during the Quilt & Craft Fair
Victorian Textiles Matilda’s Own Wadding, fabric & templates
Westalee Design Rulers and templates
Horn Cabinet sponsorship during the Quilt & Craft fair
Accuquilt Loan of Go Big
Heights Sewing Centre Loan of Bernina Sewing Machines
Brother ScanNCut
Janome Quilting baby quilts
Kids Quilts Patchwork Patterns
Faye Packham Louisa’s Star Quilt Pattern
Stockdale & Leggo Rye Photo
Storage space:
Victorian Quilters Inc
Rosebud Mini-Warehousing Pty Ltd
Moor Room, Yarraville
Assistance with travelling:
Yarra Valley Toyota Rye
RSL Sub Branch & Women’s Auxiliary
The following organisations provided fabric:
G J’s Discount Fabrics
Millrose Cottage & Gallery
PK Fabrics
The Cotton Factory
Treehouse Textiles
Lily Patches
Millhouse Fabrics
My Little Patch
Lavender Pink Quilting
Verandah Craft
Catharina’s Vintage Stitches
Patchwork Unlimited
Lyn’s Craft Nest
Charles Parsons
Sue Daley
Palm Beach Quilting
Mrs Martin’s Quilt Shop
Patchwork Collections
Serenity Glen
Heights Sewing Centre
Sewing Connection
Periwinkle Patchwork
Palm Beach Quilting
Katies Stitch by Stitch

The following organisations provided facilities for quilt making days or quilt demonstrations:
Mornington Peninsula Shire
Keysborough Bowling Club
Hastings Community Centre
Sorrento Community Centre
Westernport Festival
Westernport Craft Exhibition
Royal Children’s Hospital Foundation & Auxiliary Office
Everything Patchwork & Quilting, Gembrook

Very Snuggly Quilts Group Contributors
Anglesea Surfcoast Probus Quilters
Bacchus March Friendship Group
Bacchus Marsh U3A
Bellbrae Quilters
Bessiebelle Quilters
Blue Gum Quilters
Cobram Quilters Club
Cohuna Country Quilters
Cohuna Patchwork Group
Cubby House Quilters
CWA Geelong Region
CWA Werribee
Dandenong Patch, Stitch & Chat
Deniliquin Quilters & Friends
Drouin Fireflies
Frayed Knots
Geelong Patchwork & Quilters Guild Girgarre
Quilters
Goldfield Quilters Inc
Healesville Quilters

Heywood Secondary College Hopetoun Quilters
Kaniva Windmill Quilters
Lake Mulwala Quilters
Mereburn CWA
Patchwork Collections
Yarra Valley Patchwork & Quilters Guild Victoria
Pelican Quilters
Phillip Island Quilters
Regent Street Stitchers
St Augustine’s Primary School
Sorrento Community Centre
Strawberry Patches
Tocumwal Sew”n”Sews
Wangaratta Centre Quilters
Warracknabeal P’s & Q’s
Wattle Park Chapel
Westernport Quilters
Embroiders Guild of Vic (Geelong Branch) Patchwork Group

Very
Snuggly
Quilts

Individual
Contributors
Adrienne Ward
Agnes Girdwood
Aileen Thompson
Alice Blyth
Alison Fanthorpe
Alison Hawthorn
Alison Hingston
Alison Nixon
Alison Thaslon
Alison Von Bibra
Allison Williams
Alys Gagnon
Alyssa Morgan
Amanda Calder
Amanda Coleiro
Amelia Bicknell
Amy Lewis
Andree Donaldson
Andrea Armstrong
Andrea Hall
Anita Maier
Ann Behrens
Anne Boundy
Anne Burgess
Anne Burstall
Ann Casswell
Anne Fitzgerald
Anne Flowers
Anne Galletti
Anne Grontsch
Anne Jones
Ann Le Lievre
Ann Lynch
Anne McNamara
Anne Nadge
Annie Renehan
Anne Robinson
Anne Sushames
Annie Andrews
Annie Squires
Ann Westbury
Annette Packett
Audrey Tomkin
Avis Bernoth
Barbara Archer
Barbara Brown

Barb Hallam
Beth Smith
Belinda Davies
Bella Youngs
Bernie Brassington
Betty Higgins
Betty Scott
Bev Busiko
Beverley Button
Bev Honey
Bev Rutherford
Billy Jackson
Bridget Harrison
Bronwyn Inman
Bronwyn Walkley
Carlie Lincoln
Carol Arthur
Carol Bagot
Carole Bosna
Carol Keane
Carole Scholes
Carol Tresize
Caroline Murfitt
Caroline Thompson
Carolyn Walsh
Cath Horner
Carol Fitzgerald
Carol Keane
Carina Sudholz
Carol Lee
Caroline Jarsch
Charlotte Hylton
Cate Blum
Catherine Greco
Catherine Maclean
Catherine Van
Nesch
Catherine Wheatley
Cecilia Lasslett
Cheryl Denham
Cheryl Harwood
Cheryl Prater
Chris Bates
Chris Burns
Chris Coates
Chris MacKeness
Chris Serong
Christine Bartley
Christine Hewitt
Christine
Mackaness
Christine Popple
Chris Serong
Clair Acres
Claire Whittle
Coral Saunders

Colleen Wilder
Colleen
Woodhouse
Collette Fike-Lees
Connie Burr
Connie Wicks
Corrie Witlox
Cynthia Hendricks
Dallas Windmill
Daphne Womersley
Dawn McKinnon
Dawn Vroland
Deb Diplock
Deb Slater
Deb Thompson
Debra Chapman
Debra Read
Denise Cairns
Denise Causby
Denise Noble
Denise Reynolds
Denise Padgett
Dianne De Zilva
Dianne Duggan
Diane Leadbetter
Dianne Patten
Dianne West
Di Griegg
Di Phillips
Di Stevenson
Denise Reynolds
Dorothy Dudley
Edith Bayles
Effie Paton
Eileen Dinning
Elaine Hicks
Elizabeth Davies
Elizabeth Foster
Elizabeth Martin
Elizabeth Meddings
Elizabeth Urquhatt
Elizabeth Waddell
Ellen Gray
Elsa Dunlop
Erin Barry
Edna Cook
Erin Barry
Faye Hester
Fay Kelly
Faye Perry
Fay Plamka
Fay Murphy
Fay Reid
Felicity Garde
Felicity Gilchrist
Fiona Carruthers

Fiona Pike
Fran Batrouney
Frances Toscano
Gael Thompson
Gai Atkinson
Gail Bourke
Gail Cupples
Gail Todd
Gill Cross
Gillian Rose
Glad Stevenson
Glenda Rezmann
Glenis Andrews
Glenise Gallagher
Glenys Thomas
Gwen Michael
Gwen Ward
Gwenda Rodriquez
Hazel McBride
Heather Brett
Heather
Hawksworth
Heather Shepherd
Heather Tucker
Heather Walsh
Helen Boyes
Helen Daboul
Helen Hayes
Helen James
Helen McQueen
Helen Morritt
Helen Sanders
Helen Searle
Helen Wastele
Hilary Youngs
Ineke Gyles
Ingrid De Gaff
Irena Gayson
Irene Ayres
Jackie Gillies
Jackie Mahoney
Jan Allum
Jan Blyton
Jan Curr
Jan Parker
Jan Preston
Jane Bail
Jane Corish
Jane de Boer
Jane Hand
Jane Pipke
Jane Lelliot
Jane Zaal
Janelle Fitzgerald
Janet Holland
Janet Kidson

Janet McBride
Janet Mahoney
Janet Matheson
Janet O’Dell
Janine Bennet
Jean Muller
Jeanette Dragi
Jeanette Hone
Jeanette Suhr
Jennifer Wain
Jenny Brittain
Jenny Carruthers
Jenny Crowle
Jenny Gibson
Jenny Millar
Jennifer Erickson
Jennifer Gow
Jennifer Piper
Jenny Shelmerdine
Jennifer Wain
Jessie Reid
Jill Galvin
Jill Smith
Jo Lawrence
Jo McReady
Jo Pearson
Jo Reford
Jo Sach
Joan Escott
Joan Hamilton
Joan Wyatt
Joanne Hermit
Josephine Kelly
Josephine O’Kelly
Joy Goodwin
Joy Palmer
Joy Walton
Joy West
Joyce Crawford
Judy Alcock
Judie Bainbridge
Judi Smith
Judy Barr
Judy Bubb
Judy Day
Judith De Fontany
Judy Hammersla
Jude Liebmann
Judy Lynch
Judy Malcolm
Judy Maxwell
Judy Neville
Judy Neville
Judy Senior
Judy Stribbling
Julian McNamara

Julie Adamson
Julie Ferris
Julie Halleyburton
Julie Harvey
Julie Hutchins
Julie Klok
Julie May
Julie Ratcliffe
Julia Rolonda
Julie Tyrrell
June Ashman
June Brown
Juok O’Connell
Kara Kreis
Karen Fuller
Karen Longhurst
Karen Martin
Karen Terrens
Karen Webb
Karen Wild
Karen Zanetta
Katie Johnson
Kate Millard
Kate Smith
Kath Bald
Kath Crichton
Kath Gale
Kath McLaughlin
Kath Thompson
Kat Gray
Katrina Fisk
Kaye Dwyer
Kaye Hardiman
Kaye Schonewille
Kaye Wilson
Kelly Ormond
Kendra Watson
Kerin Galbally
Kerrith Bell
Kerryn Dowell
Killian Rees
Kim Simpson
Kim White
Kirsty Ward
Kris Merritt
Kris Paton
Kris Young
Laura Lobbs
Laura Proctor
Laura Rohricht
Laurelle Coppard
Lee Fleming
Lee Vause
Leonie Wolfe
Les Bain
Lesley Hutchinson

Lesley Lowe
Lida Moseley
Linda Hicks
Linda Jenner
Linda Mandettort
Lisa Whitehurst
Liz Bentley
Liz Coxen
Liz McDonald
Liz Smith
Lois Peterson
Lola Petschauer
Lola Sushames
Lorraine Blaum
Lorraine Hockings
Lorraine Joyce
Lorraine Marshall
Lorraine Petty
Lorelle Orb
Louise Luscombe
Louise Taylor
Lucie Reed
Lynda Brennan
Lyn Betts
Lyn Drysdale
Lyn Farrell
Lyn Flanagan
Lyn Gardiner
Lyn Gavin
Lynne Gould
Lyn Stratton
Lyn Weeks
Lynette Blainey
Maggie Brown
Mandy Foot
Mandy Smith
Mardy Brown
Marg Andersson
Margaret Andrews
Margaret Banks
Margaret Bryant
Margaret Block
Margaret Deitrich
Margaret Drayton
Margaret Ford
Marg Harris
Margaret Hyam
Margaret Morton
Margaret Parkinson
Margaret Robinson
Margaret Rolfe
Margaret Pas-co
Margot Brinkworth
Marge Poulton
Marlene Bienak
Margo Hendy

Margie Opperman
Maria Chemis
Maria Greco
Maria Maxfield
Maria Merrington
Marianne Grant
Marina Gangoit
Marion Anthony
Marion Groom
Maria Byrne
Maria Campbell
Marie Lee
Marie Millington
Marie Waite
Marilyn Davidson
Marion Anthony
Marion Groom
Majorie Bell
Marj Trainor
Maria Byrne
Maria Chemis
Mary Greco
Mary Hart
Mary Hitchens
Mary O’Roberts
Mary Phillips
Maryjane Morris
Maryke Dann
Maureen Baldwin
Maureen Mensers
Meg Pease
Megan Jenkinson
Melanie Thorton
Melissa Gottliebsen
Merna Krlilug
Merrill Scriven
Michelle Buck
Michelle
Henderson
Michelle Kelly
Miffy O'Shea
Moira Bruce
Monique Disney
Natasha Lock
Nada Vranjes
Nelde Betiit
Nelly Goulopoulos
Nicola Picken
Nola Marke
Nola Williams
Olivia Walsh Bosci
Pam Chaffe
Pam Kennedy
Pam Knight
Pam McLean
Pam Refton

Pamela Renard
Pam Ward
Pam Turk
Pat Biggs
Pat Leviston
Pat Pollock
Pat Seignior
Patti Briscoe
Patricia Watsford
Paula Smedley
Pauline Etheridge
Peta Turnbull
Poppy Preen
Prue Lea
Rae Ackland
Ramona
Resurreccion
Rebecca Moss
Rene McCusker
Rhonda Gell
Rhonda McGuiness
Rhonda White
Rita Collins
Rita Cooper
Ro Brazelis
Rita Dwyer
Robin Argent
Robyn Cuthbertson
Robyn Kirby
Robyn McAleer
Robyn Rule
Ros Stirling
Rose Williams
Rosemarie Sharp
Rosemary Burn
Rosemary Kelly
Rosie Hewell
Ruby Kemp
Ruby McDonald
Ruth Attard
Sandra Chong
Sandra Dorse
Sandra
Drohomnirecki
Sandra Miller
Sandrene Smith
Sarah Hitt
Scheherazade
Malekian
Sharon Chapman
Sharon Hill
Sharon Symonds
Shelley Lee
Shirley Gadsby
Shirley Howard
Shirley Pike

Shirley Starbuck
Shirley Wilson
Simone Sudholz
Siska Dart
Sonia Geoult
Sophia Franken
Sooria Naidoo
Sue Clarke
Sue Farr
Sue Forsyth
Sue Graham
Sue Green
Sue Muldoon
Sue Phippen
Sue Sellappah
Sue Vranzizan
Sue Wray
Sugy Kim
Susan Crichton
Susan Rawlins
Suzanne Burton
Suzanne Giles
Sylvia Douglas
Tamara Stunnell
Therese Cossens
Therese Hylton
Tina Morrison
Tina Sudholz
Toby Mitchell
Tracey Zimm
Trish Anders
Thuy Le-Bett
Val Atkins
Val Casswell
Val Dale
Val Hodgson
Val Jackson
Val Lewis
Valerie Briggs
Valerie Wardle
Valda Martin
Valmai Nilsson
Vanessa Jasper
Verena Johnston
Vicki Jenkins
Vicki Lequesne
Vishnu Pas-co
Viv Mitchell
Vronda Young
Wendy Boyes
Wendy Blyth
Wendy Chadwick
Wendy Dyhr
Wendy Gontier
Wendy Leitch
Wendy Tendeson

Wendy Wilkinson
Wendy Yates
Win Clavell
Yvonne Garnett
Yvonne Voss
Yvonne Winfield

2017 Sponsors Quilt Showcase

Victorian Quilters Inc. would like to acknowledge and thank the following sponsors:
EXPERTISE EVENTS
BERNINA AUSTRALIA PTY LTD
BUSINESS SPONSORS:
Australian Machine Quilters Association
Handmade- Express Publications
Blossom Heart Quilts
Bowerbird Fabrics
Catharina’s Vintage Stitches
Clair’s Fabric
Create @ Warburton
Dayview Textiles Pty Ltd
Elm Grove Patchwork
GJ’s Discount Fabrics
Heather’s Quilting Emporium
Horn Australia Furniture
Just Patchwork
Kids Quilts Ltd
Made Studio Textiles
Marg Low Designs
Material Obsession
Maze and Vale
Mrs. Martin’s Quilt Shop
Patchwork on Parade
PK Fabrics
Rokset Industries (OLFA
Serenity Glen Patchwork
Sewn and Quilted
Somerset Patchwork & Quilting
The Quilt Shop
Verandah
Wabi-Sabi Designs
Yazzii

Australian Patchwork & Quilting
BeBe Bold – Japanese Textiles and Craft
Blue Willow Cottage
Can Do Books
Charles Parsons
Cottage Garden Threads
Cutting Cloth
Elizabeth Machines Company
Emma Jean Jansen
Gum Valley Patchwork
Heights Sewing Centre
J Leutenegger Pty Ltd
Kate’s Sewing Centre
M&S Textile
Make Modern Magazine
Marilyn’s Patchwork Corner
Maytime Designs
Millrose Quilting and Gallery
Norman Vivian Pty Ltd
Perivale-Gütermann Pty Ltd
Quality Always – Mini Jumbuk
Scissorman Pty Ltd
Sewing Connection
SSS Pty Ltd
Sunnyside Cottage
The Strawberry Thief
Victorian Textile Pty Ltd
Westalee Design Pty Ltd

PRIVATE SPONSOR:
Janet O'Dell
GROUP SPONSORS:

Bacchus Marsh Friendship Inc
Bay Quilters Inc
Cobram Quilters Club
Colac Quilters Inc
Deniliquilters and Friends Inc
Geelong Patchwork and Quilters Guild Inc
Goldfield Quilters Inc
Goulburn Valley Quilters Inc
Mornington Peninsular Patchworkers Inc
Murray River Quilters Inc
Patchers & Quilters of the Hay Plains Inc.
Patchworkers and Quilters Guild of Victoria Inc
Seabreeze Quilters Inc
Stawell Quilters Inc
Sunraysia Patchwork Friends Inc
The Applique Guild of Australia
The Australian Quilters Association Inc
Victorian Quilters Inc
Waverley Patchworkers

