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President’s Report 
The Annual Report for Victorian Quilters Inc is an opportunity to summarize our activities 

since the last Annual Report presented at the Annual General Meeting held in March 2022. 

The committee has been able to hold our planned activities, however, it is understandable 

that some members are still hesitant about being among large crowds , especially if they or 

members of their family have underlying health issues. 

The membership in some Member Groups has dropped and unfortunately a couple of 

Member Groups have disbanded.  However, there have been a couple of new Member 

Groups formed. 

The committee has continued to review the how Victorian Quilters Inc. support and 

promote the activities of our members.  We have continued to work on the website, and  

more information is now available to both Members and the public.  In some instances, you 

must login in as a member to access the information, e.g. renewing your membership or 

submitting an entry into Showcase. 

Using the website for these activities, streamlines the process for the volunteers involved 

and reduces double handling.  All websites need regular review and if you see something 

that is out of date please send us an email via Contact Us on the website.   

The income to Victorian Quilters Inc. was reduced during COVID, but our fixed expenditure 

remained.  The committee has consistently reviewed our expenditure and where possible, 

has changed processes to reduce our expenditure. 

As part of the review into the administrative costs we are now using email to communicate 

with members and by publishing reports and the conditions of entry into Quilt Showcase on 

the website, this has reduced the cost of printing and postage. 

Feedback from the members is that the magazine is important to each of you and at this 

stage it is our intention to continue to produce a printed magazine. 

As a result of COVID, many of us are now more comfortable in using technology to 

communicate with family and friends.  However, we need to be aware that there are people 

who will try to trick us into divulging information they have no right to access.  The best 

advice I can give is not to open, share or forward any email that from someone you do not 

recognize.  If you are in doubt, please contact the organization directly or ask a family 

member to check for you. 

Victorian Quilters Inc. held a Gathering in May & August 2022. Thank you to Geelong 

Patchwork & Quilters Inc. and the Bacchus Marsh Friendship Quilters Inc. for two fabulous 

events.  It was great to catch up with so many members and to do a little retail therapy with 

the shops in attendance. 

Quilt Showcase held in July 2022 was a great success and the quality and number of the 

quilts entered was amazing.   



 
 

Quilt Showcase is the major event for Victorian Quilters Inc, and is held in conjunction with 

the Craft & Quilt Fair at the Melbourne and Convention Centre, organized by Expertise 

Events.  Expertise Events have supported Victorian Quilters Inc. to present Quilt Showcase 

Inc. for the past 25 years.  We are pleased that Expertise Events will continue to be our 

principal sponsor for 2023 Quilt Showcase.  

We were fortunate to have very generous sponsors for Showcase, including as our major 

Sponsor, BERNINA Australia and who provide a sewing machine to the maker the quilt 

judged as Best of Show, and also the quilt judged the best Amateur Quilt.  Congratulations 

to both Robyn Coots and Judy Robinson Whitty who were so excited to have a new 

BERNINA sewing machine. 

We thank and acknowledge our Platinum Sponsors were Create Retreats and Victorian 

Textiles.  A full list of the sponsors is available on the website.  Please support these 

businesses where possible. 

I would also like to acknowledge the ongoing support of our Member Groups who sponsor 

Quilt Showcase.  I know that each Member Group needs to raise funds for their own 

activities and to generously support Victorian Quilters Inc. each year is very much 

appreciated. 

I would like to thank and acknowledge the work of Linda Steele, Julie Adamson and the 

many people who assisted them by helping to make this exhibition the success it was.  If I 

named everyone, this report would be far too long. 

Thank you to the members who entered a quilt, without your support, there would not have 

been a quilt show, and by entering your quilt, you may have inspired someone to start their 

patchwork and quilting journey or even try a new technique. 

If you are planning on entering a quilt in 2023, please check the conditions of entry on the 

website, as these may be changed from time to time. 

After a break of two years, we were able to hold a raffle and the funds raised have been set 

aside for the Grants program.  Application details for Grants are available on the website. 

QuiltAustralia has changed the format of meeting to a six-monthly Zoom Meeting.  This 

format is more cost effective than meeting in person every year. Apart from the time zone 

differences this format seems to be working well. 

When attending the Australasian Quilt Convention in Brisbane in May, representatives from 

a number of State & Territory Guilds took the opportunity to meet.  The Guild 

representatives use email and the Facebook page to communicate, if necessary, between 

the scheduled meetings. 

I thank all the committee for their valuable contributions to Victorian Quilters Inc. during 

the past year.  Victorian Quilters Inc. committee members have a diverse range of skills and 

backgrounds who work well together, ensuring that actions taken are in the best interests of 

the members of Victorian Quilters Inc.   



 
 

Where possible the committee have attended the Gatherings and Quilt Showcase as well as 

many hours work in managing their portfolios.  I also acknowledge the support given to our 

committee by their families, as this time may impact on family activities.  I know my family  

check my diary before planning any event. 

Julie Adamson and Sugy Kim have indicated they will not be nominating for committee at 

this Annual General Meeting, thank you for your time and effort.  

This means that we are looking for new committee members, this is a great opportunity to 

contribute to your state patchwork and quilting guild and meet lots of talented and 

interesting people.   

I have also decided that I am not nominating for President again, however, I will be 

nominating for a position on the committee.  It has been a privilege to have been your 

President since 2017.  We faced a number of challenges, not the least being a pandemic that 

lasted for two years. 

On reflection, I think we have adapted to the changing times and are using technology to 

communicate with members.  We have reduced travelling times and associated costs, for 

committee members by meeting using Zoom.  Victorian Quilters Inc. continue to promote 

the activities of our Member Groups.  The statistical data shows that the visits to our 

website have increased during the past year, especially to view events and check the 

Patchwork Track. 

I have met so many members whose support and friendship made my time as President so 

enjoyable.  Your suggestions and assistance have helped me make a difference to Victorian 

Quilters Inc. and I look forward to continuing to be a part of Victorian Quilters Inc. team for 

a number of years in the future. 

It would be remiss of me not to acknowledge the support of Gary and my family during this 

time.  It is only possible to volunteer in any capacity if you have the unwavering support of 

your family. 

Thank you, and I look forward to catching up with you at forthcoming events. 

Marie Lee 
President 

Secretary’s Report 
We renewed our Victorian Gaming Permit status for another 10 years, required for our annual 

raffle permit applications.  We continue to hold committee meetings by Zoom, which works 

well for the non-metropolitan committee members.  Moving forward the Annual General 

Meeting will be scheduled at this time of year, in line with the end of financial year 

procedures.  I would like to acknowledge Marie’s contribution as President and magazine 

editor – her tireless work, knowledge and networking skills have kept the Guild active and 

growing during another challenging year.   

Lyn Cooper 
Secretary 



 
 

 

Membership 
By the end of the 2021–2022-year Victorian Quilters has 550 members. This includes 93 
Groups and 457 Individual members. We have welcomed 75 new members. 
 
It is also pleasing to note that a number of members, whose membership has lapsed, have 
re-joined. Membership records have been updated as required to ensure that the database 
is as accurate as possible. 
 
Many members have embraced our online payment facility via the website. This facility is 
being utilized by new member applications and membership renewals. EFT payments are 
also being used by members.  
 
Thank you to everyone for their assistance with membership. 

Val Lewis 
Membership Secretary 

Group Insurance and Member Group Liaison 
Although we successfully introduced a new system last year with having renewals online, we 

experienced some difficulties with logging on and our web support, Marita, was kept busy 

patching up the problems. Special thanks to Marita for her ongoing assistance in 

troubleshooting and updating the group details as the renewals are processed. 

Many groups have changed to direct banking which has helped expedite the membership 

renewals, and from 2023 all membership renewals will be via this system as we will no 

longer be accepting cheques due to delays in processing. 

This year there have been two groups unable to continue due to lack of members, but we 

have also had two new groups join. We are always saddened to see groups discontinue but 

are pleased to welcome the new groups and look forward to their association. 

As previously, membership certificates were forwarded as soon as payments were received 

and once the insurance was settled through our broker, we sent out the Certificate of 

Currency. Since then, we have also included the Certificate of Currency as accessible to 

groups through the membership logon on our website.  

As groups also go through their AGM’s information that has been forwarded on the 

membership renewal form is becoming redundant and requests are forwarded updating 

these details, this means altering names, and other details for a group, especially email 

addresses. Many groups already have an email address for their group which is easier when 

executive changes and we recommend that all groups adopt this system of centralised 

contact. 

Denise Longmire 
Group Insurance Co-ordinator 



 
 

Grants 
No grant applications during this period. 

Judith Oke 
Grants Co-ordinator 

Quilt Appraisals 
Vic Quilters Appraisal Team conducted 3 in-person appraisal sessions and 2 Zoom meetings 

during the financial year between 1st Sep 2021 and 31st Aug 2022. The Appraisal team has 

accomplished the appraisal of 27 quilts including 15 challenge quilts. 

VQ appraisal team welcomed 1 new trainee (Yumi McKey) and congratulations 5 appraisers 

(Shirley Lodington, Sugy Kim, Robyn Roberts, Maureen Mackie, Anna Amory) who 

successfully finished their training and became qualified appraiser. As of October 2022, 

there are 12 qualified appraisers and 4 trainees in the team. 

The Appraisal team reviewed and updated the appraisal program on material cost, hourly 

rate for workmanship score and domestic machine quilting cost during the financial year. 

Latest Appraisal Application forms can be downloaded directly from VQ website or can be 

posted on request.  You can send an email to Sugy Kim (appraisal@victorianquilters.org) for 

inquiry and booking confirmation for your quilt appraisal. 

VQ Appraisal team is privileged to see many wonderful quilts from Victorian Quilter 

members and from the public, who trust us to value their quilts.  I would like to thank 

appraisal team members for their valuable time and effort at each Appraisal session. The 

Appraisal team members work as a cohesive team and take professional approach to the 

appraisal of every quilt.  Their commitment to training and appraisal is more than evident. 

Sugy Kim  
Appraisal Coordinator 

Quilt Stands 
The Quilt Stand Trailer now has a new home, and we are very grateful to Noel & Sylvia 

Theodore for offering space in their garage. Noel has kindly been checking that the trailer is 

returned and maintained in a roadworthy condition. 

The stands have only been hired out twice during the twelve months to 31st August 2022. 

These were ‘catch up’ exhibitions from the cancellations of the previous two years. 

Marita has kindly undated the website to contain a ‘booking enquiry’ link, for confirmation 

of dates, which I then send back a link to complete the booking process with deposit able to 

also be processed through the website. Booking are now being received for 2023. 

The excess equipment is now stored at Victorian Textiles and we thank Tony Sullivan for the 

use of this space for the pallet. The pallet is now able to be moved with a forklift, saving 

time unloading/reloading at Showcase. 



 
 

 

Denise Reynolds  
Quilt Stand Hire 

Quilt Showcase 
We were all so happy that Showcase went ahead this year after enduring lockdowns, 

cancellations and a virtual display last year. 

Members and visitors to the show enjoyed seeing the amazing quilts, catching up with 

friends, making new friends and shopping. As well as the quilts in our judged show, we had 

a wonderful and diverse range of quilts on display from our Profile a Quilter, Annette 

Packett and some of the prize-winning quilts from our 2021 virtual quilt show. Thank you to 

our members who enter their quilts and congratulations to those that won a prize. Please 

remember that our show is more than winning a prize and we welcome all quilts into our 

show, especially those simple or beginner quilts. We want to encourage new quilters, who 

can sometimes be discouraged by so many excellent quilts, so please consider entering your 

quilt in 2023, your quilt is very welcome. 

Thank you to the Quilt Collection volunteers, who make the business side of the show run 

more smoothly.  Without them it would be difficult to ensure your quilts are well looked 

after from the time you drop them off at the collection point to when you get them back 

again. Thank you to Jennifer Wain, Denise Longmire, Kaye Hardman, Linda Crouch, Judith 

Oke, Lyn Cooper, Ruth Turner, Julie Adamson, Mary Phillips, Jenny Gibson, Sugy Kim, Vicki 

Jenkin, Andrea Taylor, Margaret Parkinson, Maureen Mackie, Michelle Kelly and Marie Lee 

for all your help. These ladies not only collect and transport your quilts, they also help with 

the putting up and taking down of the show, so their support is invaluable to Victorian 

Quilters. 

Although our show went off so well, behind the scenes we had a number of issues to deal 

with. Thank you to Julie Adamson, who has been a wonderful support to me. Julie managed 

the floor plan and quilt stands and also stepped in at the last minute as Judge when Gloria 

Loughman tested positive to Covid. 

This year our raffle quilt, Amethyst Star was made by Mariya Waters and quilted by Desley 

Maisano. We are very grateful to Mariya and Desley who donated the quilt to us for the 

2022 raffle. The winner of the quilt was Betty Scott with ticket number 2033 and Jan Allen 

won the BERNINA 325 sewing machine with ticket number 1331. 

Thank you to Marie Lee and Kath Crichton who stepped in to help with prizes and 

sponsorship when Josephine Kelly was unexpectedly unavailable for family reasons and to 

Shirley Lodington who created all the certificates and sponsor cards and prize notifications. 

Thank you to Lola Petschauer and Val Jackson who created the artist statement cards. 

Showcase is a massive undertaking every year and it’s not until you become involved that 

you realise all the work that goes on behind the scenes. The committee work very hard to 

put our show on every year but we would welcome more help from members, even a small 

job means that it takes the pressure off somebody else.  

Lyn Cooper organised the raffle tickets, Jennifer Wain looked after our finances, Janet O’Dell 

did our PowerPoint Display at the opening and President Marie Lee is constantly working in 

the background and is a reliable help at all times to make our show run smoothly. 



 
 

Our Arc Angel was Anna Amory as Chris Serong was away. Thank you to Anna who kept 

those white gloves clean and organised the roster of members to look after the quilts.  

This year we went back to the previous system of Judging and hanging the quilts on site on 

the Wednesday before the opening. As well as saving us money, many volunteers 

commented that they appreciated not having to work the additional two days, making the 

demanding job a little easier. Thanks to the ladies and gentlemen, Kaye Hardman, Denise 

Reynolds, Val and Ken Jackson, Julie Adamson, Lyn Cooper, Catherine Wheatley, Denise 

Reynolds, Margaret Parkinson, Sugy Kim, Sue and Carl de Vanny, Linda Crouch, Heather 

Shepherd, Robyn Roberts, Mary Phillips, Maureen Mackie, Jenny Gibson, Shirley Lodington, 

Mary Hitchens, Vicki and Peter Jenkin, Megan Jenkinson, Denise Longmire, Suzanne Moore 

and Michelle Kelly who helped put up the quilt stands and/or helped with judging day by 

sorting, managing the quilts for the judges to view and then hanging them and taking down 

the show. Their support is invaluable. 

This year we had 162 entries and the most popular category was again the Mainly Pieced 

section. It seems that everyone loves piecing and traditional quilts are just as popular as 

ever in Victoria. Numbers were down in our Student and First-Time entry sections but that 

was probably the result of the lockdowns over the past couple of years. 

The Judges, Julie Adamson, Wendy Blyth and Yumi McKey reported that the standard of 

quilts was very high however, the main area for some quilters to improve is with the 

binding. 

On behalf of all members, we also extend congratulations to Robyn Coots for her 

spectacular Best of Show quilt, Dresden Dancing. 

As always, the social connections we create, promote & enhance by touching base with old 

friends, making the vital link of a name to a new face, and being able to assist anyone with a 

simple or complex question is very rewarding.   

Our most valuable asset are the volunteers who attend to the tasks that make the 

presentation look so professional and sophisticated. Unfortunately, some of these 

volunteers are experiencing strength and stamina challenges. We need more able bodies to 

spread the work load. If you are able to help us with setting up the show, packing up the 

show or volunteering while the show is in progress by doing white glove duty, please 

contact us. Many hands make light work. Once again, I thank everyone who has helped with 

Showcase this year, your support is invaluable. 

Lastly, but by far not the least, is our continued partnership with Expertise Events & 

BERNINA Australia. Without the support of these two companies, we could not present the 

calibre of exhibition that we do.   

Thank you to everyone for the support I have received for the past few years. 

 

Linda Steele 
Showcase Convenor 

Sponsorship 
Quilt Showcase 
We would like to thank all our sponsors for their ongoing support of Quilt Showcase in 2022. 



 
 

Expertise Events as Principal sponsors, Bernina as Major sponsors and Victorian Textile and Create 
Retreats as Platinum Sponsorship. Thank you to all the Gold, Silver and Bronze Member Groups and 
Businesses for their sponsorship.  
 

We feel very grateful for Member Group and Business sponsorship this year post covid. We 
understand the last two years has brought about many challenges, however our sponsors 
this year were extremely generous. Sponsorship this year was in excess of $35,000. This 
level of sponsorship meant we were able to allocate prices of cash, vouchers, and goods to 
all our First, Runners Up and Highly Commended prize winners.  
 
Congratulations to all the entrants and another big thank you to our Sponsors for their 
generous contribution and support.  
 
One Step Further 
Thank you to Brother Australia who are the major sponsor for One Step Further 2022. We 
would also like to thank and acknowledge the sponsorship from Yazzii. Their ongoing 
support and sponsorship are greatly appreciated.   
 
Quilters entered for the 2022 One Step Further Exhibition were displayed at the Kyabram 
Town Hall from 3rd October – 26th November 2022. 

Josephine Kelly  
Sponsorship Coordinator 

One Step Further 
Due to Covid restrictions ‘One Step Further 2020’ was delayed from being exhibited until October 4th 

to mid December 2021. Set up was on the 3rd of October at Kyabram Town Hall. The exhibition I 

believe went well considering the environment at that time. 

Sue de Vanny  
One Step Further  

Gatherings 
There were three well attended gatherings this year.  Our thanks go to Geelong Quilters and Bacchus 

Marsh Friendship Quilters for hosting amazing events.  Considering the disruptions this year, we very 

much appreciate the support of member groups and would encourage both metropolitan and 

country groups to consider hosting in the future.    

Andrea Taylor  
Gatherings 

Vic Quilter Magazine 
Refer to President’s report.   

Marie Lee 

Editor 



 
 

Website 
Refer to President’s report.   

Marie Lee 

Very Snuggly Quilts  
The last visit to the Royal Children’s Hospital was in March 2020, and we are looking forward 

to being able to visit the hospital again in December 2022. 

During the COVID pandemic we continued to receive completed quilts and so many quilt 

tops.  We now have a very good supply of quilts that will last for some time. We will advise 

when we need more quilts for this program. 

Whilst we were not able to Visit the Royal Children’s Hospital, we donated approx. 500 

quilts to Backpaks4VicKids.  This organization does amazing work providing backpacks with 

essentials for children in emergency out of home care.  I also encouraged people to make 

Santa Sacks in lieu of quilts during 2022.  Backpacks4vickids anticipate distributing in excess 

of 6,000 Santa Sacks at Christmas in 2022. 

COVID gave people time to spring clean their stash and we received many donations of 

fabric.  We have quilt kits ready to be made up, and if you would like to make these, please 

contact me.  Also, if you are a group and need fabric, please contact me. 

As we have so many quilts in storage, I have made the difficult decision not to travel and 

hold quilt making days.  I will miss these opportunities to meet with you all, and I am sure 

you will continue to meet in small groups to create quilts for a number of organizations 

including Very Snuggly Quilts.   

I thank everyone who generously welcomed me into their home, provided a meal and a 

comfortable bed for a night (or two).   Hopefully we will catch up again in future. 

If you have completed quilts for Very Snuggly Quilts, please continue to contact me.  I have 

many quilt tops that need to be quilted and completed that I anticipate will keep many 

people busy for some time. 

 

Marie Lee & Elaine Hicks  
 
 



 
 

 


